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A masterpiece of horror manga, now available in a deluxe hardcover edition!KurÃ´zu-cho, a small

fogbound town on the coast of Japan, is cursed. According to Shuichi Saito, the withdrawn boyfriend

of teenager Kirie Goshima, their town is haunted not by a person or being but by a pattern: uzumaki,

the spiral, the hypnotic secret shape of the world. It manifests itself in everything from seashells and

whirlpools in water to the spiral marks on people's bodies, the insane obsessions of Shuichi's father

and the voice from the cochlea in our inner ear. As the madness spreads, the inhabitants of

KurÃ´zu-cho are pulled ever deeper into a whirlpool from which there is no return!
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Usually, and as opposed to horror movies, I am quite cynical of the power of comics to truly terrify

the reader. Though there are good and bad works in every medium, I never really have found

myself really creeped out when reading something of this genre. I have certainly found good stories

with a creepy atmosphere, but nothing truly memorable. So when I purchased Junji Itoâ€™s

Uzumaki I didnâ€™t really expect anything in particular, and certainly nothing memorable. Oh, how

wrong I was. I had heard of the brilliance of this comic and Junji Ito, but I had never hoped to get to

read something this good.Whilst I didnâ€™t find Uzumaki truly horrifying (though I rarely do,

probably a side effect of having read too much of this genre), it was definitely a lot better than what I

expected. It is creepy from start to finish, and not only that, is practically impossible to put down. It

features a town that, rather than being haunted by a ghost as would typically be the case, is



haunted by a pattern; mainly, that of spirals. It is bizarre, and though it has numerous characters it

really follows Kirie Goshima and her boyfriend as they confront the many things caused by this

haunting. From characters becoming obsessed with spirals to metamorphosis, â€˜Uzumakiâ€™

contains a lot of different stories featuring many different events. What is more impressive ist he

way the theme of spirals makes its appearance in every chapter. Ito manages to pull through the

idea of a pattern haunting a town amazingly well, and it manages to become incredibly creepy and

understandable very fast. Spirals seem to be everywhere and affecting everything, and the

characters are quite quick to catch on.
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